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City  of  Boston, 

Institutions  Registration  Department, 

Boston,  February  1,  1911. 

Hon.  John  F.  Fitzgerald, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

Sir, —  The  Institutions  Registration  Department 
respectfully  submits  its  fourteenth  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  January  31,  1911. 

The  force  employed  in  the  department  consists  of 
eleven  persons  in  addition  to  the  registrar  and  two 
examining  physicians. 

Commitments  of  the  insane  were  as  follows: 


Boston  State  Hospital . 378 

Danvers  State  Hospital . 120 

Westborough  State  Hospital . 99 

Taunton  State  Hospital .  3 

Worcester  State  Hospital . 72 

Bridgewater  State  Hospital .  1 

Monson  State  Hospital . 14 


Total . 687 


The  commitments  to  Foxborough  State  Hospital 
numbered  119.  Last  year  they  numbered  172.  Since 
September,  1910,  the  department  has  not  made  appli¬ 
cation  for  commitment  of  patients  who  were. willing  to 
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go.  It  was  found  that  in  many  cases  where  commit¬ 
ments  had  been  made,  patients  were  discharged  within 
a  short  time  because  in  the  opinion  of  the  superintendent 
of  that  hospital  they  would  not  be  benefited  by  treatment 
there.  The  policy  now  is  to  have  voluntary  patients 
apply  to  Dr.  John  A.  Horgan,  an  official  connected  with 
the  Foxborough  State  Hospital,  who  decides  whether 
or  not  they  are  suitable  patients  for  treatment,  and,  if 
found  suitable,  they  are  sent  to  the  hospital.  By  this 
method  considerable  expense  is  saved  to  the  county  and 
the  system  by  which  voluntary  patients  are  admitted 
is  greatly  simplified. 

There  were  sent  to  Deer  Island  Hospital  to  May  1, 
1910,  43  patients;  34  for  delirium  tremens  and  9  for 
observation.  Since  May  1,  1910,  no  patients  have  been 
sent  to  the  Deer  Island  Hospital.  Acts  of  1910,  chap¬ 
ter  307,  section  3,  provides:  “On  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  in  the  current  year  no  person  suffering  from 
delirium,  mania,  mental  confusion,  delusion  or  hallu¬ 
cination  shall  be  harbored  or  confined  in  any  penal 
institution  within  the  City  of  Boston  for  a  period  exceed¬ 
ing  twelve  hours.”  Since  the  passage  of  this  act  all 
persons  suffering  from  delirium,  mania,  mental  confusion, 
delusion  or  hallucination,  exclusive  of  delirium  tremens, 
have  been  sent  to  the  psychopathic  ward  of  the  Boston 
State  Hospital. 

Since  May  1,  1910,  all  persons  suffering  with  delirium 
tremens  have  been  sent  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
or  its  branch,  the  Relief  Station,  Haymarket  square,  or 
to  the  State  Infirmary.  From  May  1,  1910/to  January 
1,  1911,  patients  were  sent  as  follows: 


City  Hospital 
Relief  Station 
State  Infirmary 


42 

5 

11 


Total 


58 


Investigation  of  Settlements. 


For  the  year  ending  January  31,  1911,  7,286  settle¬ 
ments  were  investigated.  To  the  State  Infirmary  were 
sent  2,845  persons;  to  the  Boston  Almshouse  and  Hos¬ 
pital,  Long  Island,  1,378;  to  the  Almshouse  in  Charles¬ 
town,  87. 

In  addition,  the  department  investigates  for  the  Board 
of  Health  the  settlements  of  patients  at  the  state 
sanatoriums  for  whose  support  claim  is  made  on  the 
Health  Department. 
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General  Remarks. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  whereby  patients  suffering  with  delirium 
tremens  sent  to  the  City  Prison  or  House  of  Detention 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  Relief  Station,  Haymarket  square, 
when  found,  after  examination,  to  be  in  need  of  hospital 
treatment.  State  cases,  when  their  condition  warrants 
it,  are  sent  to  the  State  Infirmary.  The  department 
believes  it  would  be  much  better  if  all  persons  suffering 
with  delirium  tremens  who  come  under  the  care  or 
protection  of  the  police  could  be  sent  directly  by  the 
police  to  the  Relief  Station,  Haymarket  square,  instead 
of  being  detained  at  the  City  Prison  or  House  of  Detention 
pending  their  removal  to  the  Relief  Station. 

Dr.  George  F.  Jelly,  who  has  been  an  examiner  for 
the  insane  for  thirty  years,  resigned  December  31,  1910. 
His  work  was  marked  by  judgment,  ability  and  con¬ 
servatism;  he  was  admired  and  beloved  by  all  who  had 
the  privilege  of  association  with  him,  and  he  takes  in 
his  retirement  the  best  wishes  of  the  department. 

Financial. 

The  total  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  $23,000; 
amount  expended,  $20,470.25. 

Very  respectfully, 

William  P.  Fowler, 

Institutions  Registrar. 


Total  Expenditures  for  the  Year. 


Salaries  . 

Medical  attendance 
Transportation 
Horse  keeping 
Printing  . 

Office  expenses 
Postage  . 
Telephone 
Food 

Stationery 


$13,731  55 
2,426  00 
1,611  63 
2,090  95 
233  74 
43  55 
62  00  * 
152  31 
64  24 
54  28 


$20,470  25 


Total 
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*  Of  this  number,  five  were  sent  to  Relief  Station. 
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